
Vermont Brownfields Program



What is a 
brownfield?

άwŜŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ 
reuse of which may be complicated by the 
presenceor potential presence of a hazardous 
ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǇƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀƴǘέ - US EPA



Identifying Brownfields

¢ƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΧ
ÅFormer industrial properties

ÅManufacturing facilities

ÅGas Stations



Identifying Brownfields

¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΧ
ÅDowntown office space

ÅVacant Land



How to approach ANY
commercial/industrial 
property

ÅUnderstand liability and 
due diligence

ÅEarly communication with 
VT DEC, Regional Planning 
Commission, and other 
stakeholders 

ÅUnderstand the 
assessment and cleanup 
process

ÅLearn more about 
potential funding



Why is Brownfield 
Redevelopment Important?

Environmental Benefits
ÅCleanup contamination

ÅPrevents sprawl, preserves greenspace and 
farmland

ÅReduces health and safety hazards

ÅExposure to contamination

ÅDerelict buildings, hazardous building 
materials



Why is Brownfield 
Redevelopment Important?

Benefits to communities
ÅEconomic development ςnew jobs, increase the local 

tax base

ÅSocietal benefits - healthier lifestyles, better access 
to basic needs, increases walkability of downtowns, 
increase in community pride

ÅOpportunities for quality housing, recreational space, 
and healthy food options

ÅReduced crime, vandalism, drug use



Advantages to developers 

ÅReuse of existing buildings 

ÅInfrastructure already in place

ÅPrime locations (downtowns, waterfronts)

ÅOther financial incentives



What is Typically Involved with Redeveloping 
a Brownfield?

Site 
Identification/ 
Planning/ 
Communication 

1

Environmental 
Investigation 
(Phase I before 
purchase)

2

Site Acquisition/  
Further 
environmental 
investigation

3

Environmental 
remediation and 
Redevelopment

4



Brownfields 
and Liability

If you own a property, you are liable under 
state/federal law even if you did not cause or 
contribute to the contamination in any way. 

Defenses to Federal liabilityunder CERCLA

State liability protection through BRELLA 



Phase I ESA

ÅAll Appropriate Inquiries

ÅDefense to Federal Liability Protection

ÅBonafideProspective Purchaser (BFPP) Status

ÅEligibility for cleanup $$

1 year shelf-life, with updates needed if older 
than 6 months

Identify Recognized Environmental Conditions 
(RECs): the presenceor likely presence of any 
hazardous substances or petroleum products in, 
on, or at a property



Phase I ESA

ÅRecords Review

ÅSite Visit

ÅInterviews
ÅPresent and past owners and operators
ÅLocal government officials

Identify Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs)



Phase I Resources

Sanborn 
Maps

Mannings City 
Directories

ANR ATLAS



Sanborn Fire 
Insurance 

Maps



aŀƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ 
City 

Directories

Occupant 
listing 
by street 
number

Cross streets listed



ANR ATLAS

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/


ANR ATLAS
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ANR ATLAS

https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/
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